
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Covid-19 Re-opening Plan 
Revised May 6, 2020 



 

OVERVIEW 
 

In accordance with local, state, federal, and denominational guidelines, The Branch Wesleyan 
Church will begin to re-open for worship and other functions in a four-phased approach.  These 
four phases don’t line up directly with published CDC, Whitehouse, or Indiana guidelines, 
though they comply with them. Everything hereafter is subject to change based on 
new/amended guidelines from the aforementioned authorities, the prudent wisdom of our 
local church leaders, and/or our capacity to comply with necessary guidelines. 
 
As we walk through this phased re-opening we must resist the temptation to rush back to 
‘normal’. We were forced to rush into this thing—close our physical location and pivot to virtual 
ministry. We can’t rush out.  
 
We want to gather. We want to meet again. That’s a good impulse. In all of this though, we 
must remember, we are the Church, now, not simply when we return to in-person gatherings.  
Five years from now we will look back on this time and realize that we re-evaluated a lot.  We 
redefined “essential” ministry. We built and flexed muscles we didn’t even know we had.  We 
learned a lot about things we otherwise weren’t pressured to assess, and much turned out to 
be helpful. 
 
As we move forward, we want to continue to ‘work out’ our innovation muscles. We will 
gather, soon, and we will be able to leverage our new skills and muscles for years to come.  For 
now, we are not going to scramble and spend an inordinate amount of resources to solve 
temporary problems in an effort to rapidly get back to a sense of familiar comfort.  Instead, we 
will move forward in a calculated and timely manner. In what follows you will find our best 
attempt to care for all demographics of our community, from our older at-risk population to 
our youngins’, those who care for them, and everyone in between. Please be gracious with us 
as we try to care for everyone in our reach. 
 
  



PHASE ONE 
(Now – May 30) 

 
Our physical location will remain closed for Sunday Programming and all other ancillary 
ministries.  We will continue to offer worship services and other programming for children, 
youth, and adults ONLINE. 
 
We have many procedures and protocols to envision and implement before we can get back 
together. Plus, volunteers must be recruited and trained in these new procedures and 
protocols. All the while we have to find and purchase necessary PPE and disinfecting products 
(not easy to come by at the moment). 
 
Beyond these logistical issues and state guidelines that recommend “places of worship 
[continue] using livestream, virtual services, and drive-in services,” The Crossroads District of 
The Wesleyan Church has advised all local churches to shoot for Pentecost Sunday, May 31st (at 
the earliest) as our first in-person gathering. Dr. Gorveatte has wisely and repeated said, 
“Better to open two weeks later and take the time to get your safety procedures in place than 
rushing to open one week too soon before you've taken the necessary steps to protect your 
congregation.” 
 
Sunday School remains cancelled. 
All Mid-week Ministries (ex. Bible Studies, Propel Women, -Crew-) are cancelled.  
All scheduled events are cancelled. 
No facility rentals will be permitted. 
 
 
See a summary of initial state guidelines for places of worship here: 
https://www.backontrack.in.gov/files/BackOnTrack-IN_PlacesOfWorship.pdf 
 
 
  



PHASE TWO 
(May 31 – June 13) 

 
General Guidance: All vulnerable individuals should continue to shelter in place and take 
advantage of our virtual ministry options. Please also stay home if you are sick or any members 
of your household are ill. Our 11:00AM Service will be available Live on Facebook and YouTube. 
 
Sunday Morning:  We will move to a Service Only model and follow social distancing protocols.   

a) Sunday gatherings will be limited to a maximum attendance of 50 people (through a yet 
to be determined ticketing system). This is the max number our facility will hold and 
allow us to comply with all guidelines. 

b) Family units will be expected to sit together. Otherwise, six (6) feet distancing will be 
required. We will help by rearranging our seating options. 

c) In an effort to allow for everyone who calls The Branch ‘home’ to join us on Sundays, we 
will be offering two services 9:00AM and 11:00AM.   

d) Services will be shorter than average and family friendly since there will be NO separate 
Children’s ministry options available. 

e) Guest Service members will open the door and greet you at our Main Entrance, with 
gloves and masks. 

f) All incoming individuals will be asked to clean their hands either by washing them or 
using the hand-sanitizing station as they enter the Sanctuary. Face coverings are 
recommended (though not required) for all who attend. 

g) Sunday School meetings are prohibited during this time. 
h) Our services will continue to broadcast LIVE on Facebook and YouTube for those who 

are not able, or not comfortable attending during this phase. 
i) No print materials will be distributed. 
j) Communion elements will be served individually. 
k) Offerings are encouraged online or dropped in the box at the back of the Sanctuary. 
l) Any gatherings before, after, or between the worship services are discouraged.  
m) All high-contact surfaces will be disinfected between services. 
n) No Branch University. 

 
Mid-week Ministries: Group gatherings such as Bible Studies, Propel Women, and -Crew- will 
be permitted to meet with strict social distancing and cleaning protocols in place.  All 
participants are to be six feet apart, no food is to be served, all used facilities must be 
thoroughly cleaned and disinfected. No volunteers 65+ or with pre-existing conditions will be 
asked to serve. 

a) -Crew- will begin meeting onsite beginning June 3rd. The specifics of the programming 
are TBD. 

 
Vacation Bible School (June 8-12) is CANCELED 
No facility rentals will be permitted. 



PHASE THREE 

(June 14 – July 3) 
 
General Guidance: At risk individuals can cautiously resume public gatherings while adhering to 
social distancing guidelines. Please continue to stay home if you or a family member is ill and 
take advantage of our LIVE service on Facebook or YouTube. 
 
Sunday Morning: We will continue to offer two worship services—9:00AM & 11:00AM—with 
the same measures as Phase 2 for our corporate gatherings. Additionally, other Sunday 
activities can resume with restrictions. 

a) Our Kid’s Ministry will be available, both hours, under a ticketing system with these new 
measures: 

a. Classes sizes will be capped at 10. 
b. No snacks will be provided. 
c. Strict hygiene and cleaning protocols in place. 
d. At risk volunteers (65+ and/or pre-existing conditions) will not be expected to 

serve. They may, however, be permitted to serve under certain conditions.  
b) Sunday School classes may resume with social distancing measures in place (6 feet 

distance between family units). 
c) Branch University may resume with social distancing. 

 
Mid-week Ministries:  All auxiliary ministries may resume regular functions with social 
distancing measures in place. Outdoor events are encouraged as they provide more space to 
safely gather. 

a) Food service may resume with strict hygiene and cleaning protocols in place  
a. -Crew- will resume normal programming. 

b) Scheduled events will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis for viability under current 
guidelines. 

c) Facility Rental applications will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 
  



PHASE FOUR 

(Beginning July 4) 
 

General Guidance: At risk individuals can cautiously resume public gatherings while adhering to 
social distancing guidelines. Please continue to stay home if you or a family member is ill. Our 
service will be available Live on Facebook and YouTube. 
 
Sunday Morning: We will assess our two-service ticketing model and continue if necessary. 

a) Family units are permitted to sit together. Otherwise appropriate social distancing is 
encouraged. 

b) Greeters will continue to wear masks and offer hand sanitizer (as available). 
c) Bulletins will be handed out. 
d) Offering & Communion procedures will remain from Phase Two. 
e) Gathering before, between, and after the services will be permitted. 

 
Kid’s Ministry will revert to normal procedures with a continued plan for cleaning and 
hygiene.  
 
Mid-week Ministries: Gatherings of under 50 people are permitted (preferably outdoors) with 
no mandatory restriction but are encouraged to adhere to social distancing guidelines. 

a) Facility rental agreements revert to normal protocols. 


